MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
earnings of all the members of the family in applying the
scale, but this actually affects less than half the cases. In
Moscow, only the earnings of the father and mother are
counted. Although it is impossible to make a correct com-
parison between wages in Manchester and Moscow, no one
who has seen the children in both cities could doubt that
Manchester is feeding children on a much more generous
scale than is Moscow; or that the need for a much extended
service of free meals in Moscow is great. Perhaps nothing
brings out more clearly the different standards of living
in the two cities than this difference in the percentage oi
children considered to require free meals, although in Man-
chester there are 37,800 unemployed, and the U.S.S.R.
claims to have abolished unemployment altogether.
During the intervals, the children stay in the corridors,
. upon which their classrooms open, and the noise of eight
hundred or a thousand children, all walking about and
talking at the same time, is very great. Since the intervals
are spent indoors, one realizes the necessity for them to
occur at the same time. It would be impossible to teach
during one of them.
The curriculum for all schools is drawn up by Narkom-
pros, and the total time spent as intervals is also settled by
it, although, a certain amount of variation in length can be
made. The hours spent on school-work are hours of hard
work at, for the most part, formal lessons. It is true that
singing, drawing, and physical culture are included in the
curriculum, but even the children in the second class, aged
nine to ten years, have only one lesson in each of these
subjects during the week. Most of the work in art, as well
as extra work in other subjects, is done in the "Circles,"
which are groups of children who stay voluntarily after
school hours. I will describe these later.
Home-work starts at once.    Children of eight years old
have a maximum of half an hour, and the oldest children
,   are supposed to have not more than three hours.
I have printed on pages 118 and 119 the time-table of a class
of children aged nine to ten years in a Moscow school, and
one for children of the same age in a junior mixed school in
Manchester. Our school day, with the long midday inter-
val, lasts longer, and during it the children have five hours
of lessons compared with three of the Moscow children. In
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